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BY JASON ALSTON
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY DISPATCH

God is often credited with 
bringing people together in 
marriage, to play on a sports 
team, or to save the lives of 
others in emergency situations. 
God doesn’t often receive credit 
when attorneys come together 
to practice law as partners.

But the two lawyers who 
have united to become the 9th 
Judicial District’s first integrat-
ed law partnership in decades 
not only give God credit for 
bringing them together, but rec-
ognize God to be the sole reason 
they found one another.

On New Year’s Day, Steven 
DeCillis, who has handled 
criminal, domestic, personal 
injury, and civil cases in the 
ninth district since opening 
his own firm in 2002, officially 
entered into a law partnership 
with Karlene Turrentine, from 
Raleigh. Turrentine’s primary 
focus is transactional business 
and corporate law; she handles 
contract drafting, negotia-
tion, mergers and acquisitions. 
Turrentine also practices in 

juvenile, criminal, domestic and 
appellate law.

The new partnership — op-
erating under the moniker 
DeCillis & Turrentine PLLC 
— is believed to be the first 
integrated law partnership in 
the 9th Judicial District (Vance, 
Warren, Granville and Frank-
lin counties) since that specific 
district was formed in 1968; 
DeCillis is 
white and 
Turrentine is 
black. War-
ren County 
clerk of court 
Richard 
Hunter, who 
has served 
Warren 
for several 
decades, told 
the Dis-
patch that he does not recall 
an integrated law partnership 
in the area since the Clayton 
& Gilliam partnership back in 
about 1962. Louisburg attorney 
Charles Davis, who served as 
Franklin County’s attorney 
from 1963-68, also could not 
recall a local integrated practice 

since the Clayton partnership.
Though DeCillis and Turren-

tine are of different races, focus 
on different areas of law prac-
tice, and previously practiced 
in different judicial districts, 
they share a strong faith in God 
and acknowledge it was this 
faith that helped them find one 
another.

DeCillis told the Dispatch 
he began 
searching 
for a part-
ner last Au-
gust. One 
method he 
used in this 
search was 
sending e-
mail notices 
on attorney 
listservs, 
and DeCil-

lis’ e-mails would have Biblical 
scriptures in the signatures. 
Turrentine said she has noticed 
the scriptural references in 
DeCillis’ e-mails for some time, 
and that made them stand out 
to her.
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Attorneys Karlene Turrentine and Steven B. DeCillis pose for a photo in the lobby of their law office at Cross-
roads Shopping Center Monday afternoon. The pair are believed to have launched the first integrated law 
practice since the establishment of the 9th Judicial District in the late 1960s.

Faith in the system
Lawyers’ beliefs lead them into partnership, thought 
to be the first integrated local practice in decades

“When I met Steven, 
I knew where his 
values were; I didn’t 
have to ask him.”

— KARLENE TURRENTINE,
LAW PARTNER OF STEVEN B. DECILLIS

PLEASE SEE LAWYERS, PAGE 4A

Another 6 cents
on top of 2 cents
for library upgrade

BY WILLIAM F. WEST
DAILY DISPATCH WRITER

WILTON — Granville County’s 
ship of government is in such 
a financial predicament Com-
missioner Dave Currin said he 
believes the word to the depart-
ment heads and employees should 
be: “All hands on deck.”

Currin made the comment in 
the final minutes 
of a two-day Coun-
ty Commission 
retreat Saturday 
afternoon. County 
Finance Director 
Mike Felts said 
the county will 
need 6 additional 
cents per $100 of 
assessed prop-
erty valuation just to maintain 
services heading into Fiscal Year 
2009-10.

Felts said that, while property 
tax revenues are consistent and 
sales tax revenues are hold-
ing their own despite the weak 
national economy, the county’s 
sales tax receipts have dropped as 
a result of the state law regarding 
changes in Medicaid funding.

The law now requires counties, 
on a phase-in basis, to give up 
part of their sales tax dollars to 
North Carolina’s government so 
the poorest counties will not have 
to continue footing a large part 
of the bills for the federal health 
care program.

“The state effectively has 
eliminated all growth in sales tax 
for Granville County through the 
next 10 years,” short of any sig-
nificant retail businesses coming 
into the county, Felts said.

At the same time, the coun-
ties are required by the state law 
regarding Medicaid to ensure 
municipalities do not lose tax rev-
enues, which is referred to as the 
“hold harmless” condition.

And the 6 cents needed by Felts 
to keep Granville County operat-

Bigger tax
hike may
be needed
in Granville

Currin
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BY AL WHELESS
DAILY DISPATCH WRITER

At some point, Vance 
Commissioners might 
have to come up with a 
“drop dead date” for decid-
ing whether to wait on 
possible economic stimulus 
funds or to pay for the new 
elementary school without 
them.

County Manager Jerry 
Ayscue planned to try to 
talk with Vance Schools 
Supt. Norman Shearin 
Friday, shortly after the 
potential two-horned 
dilemma came up during 
a meeting of the Board of 
Commissioners’ education 
committee.

Commissioner Terry 
Garrison mentioned sev-

eral times in the the ses-
sion that he wanted any 
federal funds that could 
be obtained to be applied 
to the $15 million price 
tag for the replacement 
for the aging Clark Street 
Elementary School.

He wondered aloud how 
much waiting time the 

Stimulus funds possible source for 
financing new elementary school
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BY WILLIAM F. WEST
DAILY DISPATCH WRITER

WILTON — A commit-
tee of the Granville County 
Commission has been 
formed and directed to 
return with recommenda-
tions about what should 
be done in response to 
complaints by landowners 
about intruding hunters 
and dogs.

During the Friday night 
phase of a two-day annual 
county government retreat, 
Commission Chairman Hu-
bert Gooch announced the 
special panel will be com-
prised of Commissioners 
Pete Averette, Tony Cozart 
and James Lumpkins.

Averette was absent 
from the retreat, but Gooch 
directed the trio to report 
back in 100 days, with the 
clock having started tick-
ing Friday night.

N.C. Wildlife Officer 
Tim Sasser, appearing at 
the retreat Friday night, 
said he and a fellow officer, 
Bill Taylor, are assigned 
to Granville County, with 
another officer assigned to 
Durham County and a new 
officer soon to work Person 
County. Sasser said the 
procedure is for the officers 
to work the three counties 
as a unit.

Questioned by Cozart 
about problem areas of 
Granville County, Sasser 
said everything north of 
U.S. 158 and noted numer-
ous calls from the vicini-
ties of Berea, Mountain 
Creek, Oak Hill and Triple 
Springs and the part of the 
county bordering Virgilina, 
Va.

When Cozart asked 
about adequate manpower, 
Sasser quickly replied, “I 
could use 10 more officers, 
just in Granville, Person 
and Durham — and we’d 
still be swamped — but it’s 
just not there.”

Commissioner Zelodis 
Jay cited concerns about 
the need for hunters to 
obey “posted” signs and 
said he believed one or 

Hunters,
dogs get
county’s
attention
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